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Happy New Year everyone!  I hope your Christ-

mas went well and this New Year finds you all 

happy and healthy.  It is a common custom for 

folks to look back upon the year that just ended, 

and think about things, family, friends, work, and 

so on.  Iôm no exception to that rule.  I would just 

like to take this time to encourage you to do just 

that.  Reflect.  Reflect upon your life.  Reflect 

upon your family and their lives. Then reflect 

upon your neighbors, and their families.  How 

does what we do in our lives affect them?  Are we 

being the best people we can be?  When you go 

into a store, do you hold the door open for the per-

son behind you?  Iôm being constantly reminded 

about manôs inhumanity to others every night 

when I turn on the evening news.  This bombard-

ment of evil-doings worldwide strengthens my re-

solve to do better.  Iôm a Lion.  Weôre all Lions.  

Our motto is ñWe Serve.ò  I know alone, there is-

nôt much I can do to change things.  But as a lone 

person, I can make at least one personôs life better 

every day.  I tell myself to look around, be thank-

ful, and notice things.  I am so blessed.  I get up 

every morning from a warm, comfy bed.  I have 

plenty of food to eat.  I have shelter.  I have trans-

portation.  Already I have more than half the people 

in the world.  I am blessed and honored to be a Lion.  

My Lions family has grown and continues to grow 

every day.  And through the Lions Club, I can reach 

out and touch so many.  So can you.  All it takes is 

that Lions spirit.  I challenge each and every one of 

you to do this one thing every day for the next year.  

Make someone smile every day.  If you see a woman 

in the store, pay her a compliment.  Tell her she has 

beautiful eyes, or her sweater is cool. Tell that gen-

tleman sitting next to you on the bus or across the 

aisle in the restaurant that his shirt is a good color 

for him.  Youôd be surprised at the transformation in 

some folksô demeanor after something so simple as a 

smile in their direction can cause. Try this for a year 

and it might just last a lifetime.  I know it has with 

me.  Someone once told me I had a great smile, and 

Iôve been using it ever since, every chance I can.  

Who knows?  Your compliments/comments just 

may turn into a habitéa habit that I hope is conta-

gious. 



2. 

Sunday, December 10th, Lions and their 
guests met at Lion Doug & Sheri Flem-
ingôs home to celebrate Christmas. What 
a wonderful time with friends, food, con-
versation, gifts and delightful surround-
ings. 
Doug and Sheri had decorated their 
home with beautiful traditional holiday 
ornaments and a wonderful tree. The 
members brought a variety of food and 
the Flemings  shared liberally their wine 
cellar. After a few drinks and food the 
group settled down to open the white 
elephant gifts. All were really great & fun 

gifts and the switching of gifts was fun.  
In the photo below Lion Bob Bader was given a golf putter 
and the mystery of his secret golf fairy was finally revealed.  

Members and guests gather around the tree and begin to 
pick their gifts. Each had drawn from a deck of cards. Start-
ing with the Ace of Spades and working thru the deck, each 
member picked a gift from around the tree and then had the 
choice of keeping the gift they had chosen or trade for 
someone elseôs gift. As the gifts were picked, more and 
more trades were made. Since Lion John was the first to 
pick a gift, after all had picked a gift, he was allowed to trade 
with anyone. He was so surprised that he didnôt trade for any 
of the gifts. 
 
Additional photographs were taken by Lions Wendy Dart 
and Dennis Schroeder 

Host Lion Doug Flem-
ing (I apologize for not 
including Sheri as 
hostess in the photo) 


