
 

     The Sonora Lions Club meets every Wednesday at 12:00 PM at the Senior Center, 540 Greenley Rd., Sonora 
      Board Meetings are every 2nd Wednesday at 10:30 am prior to  the noon meeting 

District 4-A1, Mountain Region, Zone 2 
Club Website:  www.SonoraLions.org  ~~ Club email: SonoraLions@yahoo.com ~~ Club Facebook page 

 
 Lion Secretary Wendy Penhallegon, Editor, #14 

    “Sonora Lions, Serving the Mother Lode Since 1922”  
“Liberty, Intelligence, Our Nation’s Safety” 

Volume C, No. 6  December 2022 

  

 

Sonora Lions Club  
PO Box 101, Standard, CA 95373 

 

November certainly came in boasting its wintery pre-
dictions of rain and cooler temperatures.  What a wel-
come change that was!  Pres. Tim opened the meeting 
in the usual fashion and guest speakers, PCC Logan 
McKechnie and IPDG Gabrielle McKechnie were in-
troduced. The Welcome Song was sung for them. 
Birthdays and Anniversaries: Pres. Tim missed Li-
on Wendy’s birthday, which was Nov. 1st, so we all 
sang our wonderful (translated “horrible”) rendition of 
Happy Birthday. It also is Lion Lydia & Gary’s 45th 
wedding anniversary on November 6th.  Congratula-
tions you two lovebirds! Auction: Lion Lydia brought 
in a ceramic leaf wall hanging 
that she made and it was auc-
tioned off for $20 to IPDG Gab-
by!  Thank you so much for your 
generosity. While organizing and 
checking in the storage shed, Lion 
Cecil found another stuffed Lion 
that could potentially be used for our Fine-Free Critter.  
The club voted to “retire” the current substitute Lion 
we have been using, and to use the new Lion.  Tail 
Twister: Lion J ill was the Secret Lion this week.  It 
seems everyone greeted her properly, so everyone had 
to pay a fine. Lion Frank was fined because he had an 
article in the newspaper (an editorial actually) about 
electric/battery powered vehicles.  Not once did he 
mention that he was a Lion.  The nerve of him! Happy 
Bucks: Lion Bob had a very Happy Buck because 
his wife’s surgery went very well and she is doing fine 
~~ Lion Tim had a Happy Buck because he was called 
for jury duty in a murder trial.  He spent 2 days in the 
juror assembly room and then in court, was questioned 
extensively, and then disqualified because of his for-
mer career in law enforcement ~~ Lion Bill’s Happy 
Buck was because his wife was in the same jury pool, 
and verified, indeed, that Tim’s story was true! ~~   

Lion Jill had a Sad Buck because she reinforced the 
concept that she really can’t cook. She decided to try a 
new recipe that ended in smoke alarms going off and 
lots of smoke. She said she would try to have the smell 
removed by the time we have the Christmas card mak-
ing gathering this weekend ~~ Lion Phil had a sad buck 
because he is having a minor procedure done. Commit-
tee Reports: Lion Wendy announced that the tickets 
are now available for the Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 
and Lion  Judy will be passing them out to everyone. 
Lion Irene reported that we have heard from a few 
schools (so far) that want to participate in the Read To 
Succeed Program this coming year, Jamestown (& Chi-
nese Camp) and Soulsbyville. Bags for Benches—Lion 
Lydia reminded all members to continue saving eligible 

plastics and turn them in every meeting. 
Cash Raffles: Lions Jer r i and Inez won 
the cash raffles this week and Lion Wendy 
won the Fine-Free Critter and will be fine-
free next week.  Black Marble Draw:  Lion 

Wendy also won the chance to draw for the black mar-
ble, but unfortunately only found a white ball.   
Guest Speaker: PCC Logan McKechnie introduced 
himself and gave quite an impressive accounting of his 
history and Lions career.  He was first a Charter Presi-
dent of a Kiwanis club then dropped out because of his 
job of being a lawyer. He then joined Lions, first in the 
Santee Lions Club, then left to be the Charter President 
of the Lakeside Lions Club. PCC Logan explained that 
the LCI Board of Directors updated the C&BL and re-
quires every club to adopt the standard Lions Club Con-
stitution as your club constitution. Also, clubs having 
3rd Vice Presidents are no longer permitted, only up to 
a 2nd VP. A Global Action Team (GAT) is required for 
each club, and what that entails was discussed.  IPDG 
Gabby discussed the “alphabet soup” GAT: GST, 
GMT, GLT, and GET, and what those mean. There was 
a “cheat sheet” passed around with the commonly used 
acronyms for everyone to have and use.    
             Continued on page two ... 

http://sonoralions.org
mailto:sonoralions@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082620325158
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 Continued from page 1...Currently our main focus is on 
keeping and maintaining our existing clubs instead of 
allowing them to die and creating new ones. PCC Lo-
gan is our district’s GMT (membership) chair and the 
GLT (leadership) chair is Lion Claudia Miller. All 
training has been updated on MyLCI.  It is agreed that 
Lions need more marketing, more focus on member-
ship and service, and retention. PCC Logan addressed 
some rumors floating around MD4.  Cass Cara is no 
longer with MD4 and the office is being reorganized. 
The position is now called the Executive Administra-
tor. Of course, as with most organizations, there are 
problems in MD4, but these will be addressed and 
changes will be made. Our motto is “We Serve” and 

that is what we are 
more interested in … 
Service, not personal-
ities and cliques.  Lo-
gan and Gabby would 
be more  than happy 
to come up and help 
us with a “Meet and 
Greet” event if we so 

choose, to try to recruit more members. 

Peace Poster Contest Awards Ceremony 
On Thursday, November 3, 2022, a small pride of Li-
ons went to the Sonora Elementary School Amphithea-
ter for the awards ceremony for the Peace Poster Con-
test.  The winner was Diego Luna, who won a $50 gift 
card to Mike’s Pizza, and his poster will proceed on to 
the District Level.  An Honorable Mention was award-
ed to Aailiya Harris, a VIP (visually impaired) student.  
There were 3 other runners up, and those plus the 
Aailiya won a $25 gift card to Mike’s Pizza.  

(Right): Diego Luna, 
winner of 2022 Peace 
Poster Contest for the 
Sonora Lions Club. 

(Left) These are most of 
the participant’s in this 
year’s contest.  

(Right) The winner 
and runners-up 
along with Honor-
able Mention  

Our Sonora Lions Club Facebook account seems to 
have been cloned. This is an extremely common 
(unfortunately) problem these days on Facebook. It 
does not mean our account was hacked.  It is very easy 
for someone to swipe a picture we post online and then 
simply create a fake account posing as us.  If you get 
an instant message (or direct message as it is some-
times called) from Sonora Lions Club, please do not 
respond to it.  We will not contact you in this man-
ner.  Simply report this message as SPAM and delete 
and block it. If the club, for whatever reason, needs to 
contact you, we will call you, text you, or send you an 
email, whichever is most expedient.  Thanks and sorry 
for any confusion or inconvenience.   

Lion Pres. Tim opened the meeting in the usual fashion 
and our guest speaker, Benjamin Cossel from the Stan-
islaus National Forest Service, our guest speaker, was 
introduced. We sang our 
Welcome Song for him. 
Birthdays: Lion Kailen’s 
birthday will be on the 11th. 
Special Award: Pres. Tim 
called Lion Bob Bader to the 
front to present to him the 
“Official Adoption Papers” 
for our retired Fine-Free Crit-
ter.  Since Bob was having 
such good luck winning the 
critter for several weeks in a row, he decided to take 
him home upon being retired last week.  Tail Twister: 
Our Secret Lion was Lion Joe, but everyone greeted 
him, so all had to pay a fine.  Lion “Crazy Bill” was in 
attendance with some really super-duper red shoes on!  
Happy Bucks/Sad Bucks: Lion Joe’s wife Terry had 
some issues with afib and underwent cardioversion. He 
was relieved to say all went well and she is now in nor-
mal rhythm ~~ Lion Jerri had a Sad Buck because her 
daughter was diagnosed with pneumonia and 3 hernias, 
and now her husband has shingles. Yikes! ~~ Lion 
Crazy Bill read a very cool poem for the group ~~ Li-
on Bob reported that his wife Garienne had an episode 
and had to go to the ER.  First she tested positive for 
Covid, then negative, as did Bob ~~ Lion Ray had a 
cancer scare, but after undergoing his last chemothera-
py yesterday, it looks like it is gone. Awesome news 
indeed!  Committee Reports: The Turkey Drive sign-
up sheet went around again for help on Saturday. Pan-
cake Breakfast: Tickets have been distributed, so 
please sell, sell, sell.  Lion Jill reported approximately 
1,000 cards were made and there will be another gath-
ering to make more. Continued... 
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Continued from Page Two… 

New Sign-In Procedure:  Instead of passing the sign
-in clipboard and community service clipboard around 

during the meeting, we will now be 
putting them on a card table right at 
the door as you enter.  You can sign 
in and write down your community 
service hours and then enter the 
room, greet your fellow Lions and 
chat after that.  Lion Frank will be 
situated at that table to remind you 

to sign in! Cash Raffles: Lions Wendy and Inez won 
the cash raffles. Fine-Free Critter: Lion John Nolen 
won the Fine-Free Critter, but since he won’t be here 
next week, he gave it to Lion PDG Tom! Black Marble 
Draw: The chance to draw for  the black marble 
was won by Lion Frank, who only found a white mar-
ble.  Lion Frank told a story about a group of women 
giggling and a group of hens clucking and recording 
both.  The women could not tell which recording they 
were listening to!   
Guest Speaker: Benjamin Cossel is a public infor-
mation officer for Stanislaus National Forest Services. 
This office is mainly overseeing the “Social and Eco-
logical Resilience Landscape” (SERAL). They work 
with  the National Environmental Protection Agency 
(NEPA). Over the next ten years, the service is going 
to treat over 245,000 acres in our area, primarily along 
the 108 corridor, improving the strategic fuel breaks 
around the county. These are issues that have been let 
go for far too long.  Their focus is to make forests  sus-
tainable with healthier trees. The healthier are trees 
are, the more they will be able to fight off disease and 
infestations. They will be 
reintroducing landscaping 
to the fire-damaged areas.  
This project will take ap-
proximately 10 years to 
complete, not including 
maintenance. Next they 
will treat for invasive 
weeds and species. And 
lastly, they will be putting 
back fire on the landscape 
to test the SERAL plan. 
Their plan is to go low, 
slow, and right.  They will 
be getting rid of 100 years of biomass that has accu-
mulated and are thrilled with the work that has already 
been done.  This work will create lots more biomass, 
which is good for Sonora and Tuolumne County. SPI 
and other groups are interested in working with all the 
biomass.  There has been $134M invested in Tu-
olumne County to get these services working. Stani-
slaus forest is one of 10 state-recognized areas that are 
at critical risk for wildfires. Tuolumne County will be 
responsible for about 20% of the work to be done.  We  

all have to remember though, working with the gov-
ernment takes time, and our county can do things 
much faster. These resources give our firefighters the 
ability to help us better.  Infrastructure is a critical 
component to keep things running smoothly.  We will 
be the model for western forests and forest manage-
ments to follow. As with many agencies, staffing is 
lacking these days.  They have been able to, through 
various funding, increase their help. OPM, who sets 
the federal pay scale is 
not keeping up, but 
these groups are al-
lowing them to in-
crease their capacity 
and make good use of 
volunteers through 
other agencies. They 
are at just 50% of 
where their staffing 
levels need to be. 
Whatever biomass 
they have left over and they can’t get rid of will be 
burned. Some are marketed towards home use, such as 
pellet stoves. Everyone has to do their due diligence in 
taking care of their homes and community and hiring 
firefighters is still a challenge considering the area we 
live in.  

Did you know that you can recycle all kinds of tech-
nology at our local Staples store?  That’s right...all 
day, every day.  And it’s free.  Here is a list of what 
they can accept:  Adapters & cables, all-in-one com-
puters, battery backup devices, cable/satellite receiv-
ers, calculators, camcorders, CD/DVD/Blu-ray play-
ers, coffee brewers (less than 40 lb.), computer speak-
ers, connected home devices, copiers, cordless phones, 
desktop computers, digital cameras, digital projectors, 
eReaders, fax machines, flash drives, gaming con-
soles, GPS devices, hard drives, keyboards & mice, 
label makers, laminators, laptops, MP3 players, mo-
bile phones, modems, monitors (CRT, LED / LCD, 
plasma), printers & multifunction devices, routers, 
scanners, shredders, small servers, stereo receivers, 
tablets, video streaming devices, webcams, printer car-
tridges, ink cartridges, toner cartridges, rechargeable 
batteries including nickel cadmium (Ni-Cd), lithium 
ion (Li-Ion), small sealed lead acid (SSLA/Pb), nickel 
metal hydride (Ni-MH), nickel zinc (Ni-ZN), Paper 
(shredding cost per pound), and SodaStream® CO2 
cylinders.  Of course, our Lions club still collects ink 
and toner cartridges and mobile phones for our recy-
cling programs, so we urge you to continue to bring 
those in for our club to handle. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/stanislaus/
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Our Main  
Headquarters 

The Sonora Lions Club held their first Annual Turkey Drive for ATCAA, our local food bank on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12, 2022.  We were located in front of 3 stores, Safeway, Walmart, and upper Save Mart.  Judging by the sheer 
volume of the donations, we’d say it was a great success!  Total money collected was $815 with two (2) $25 gift 
cards for Safeway.  The final turkey count was 151 turkeys, 2 hams, and 2,708# of dry foods. Turkey and food dona-
tions by location are as follows:  Upper Save Mart: 24 turkeys, 1 ham, and 490# of dry goods. Walmart: 37 turkeys, 
and 1,436# of dry goods. Safeway: 90 turkeys, 1 ham, and 782# of dry goods.  From Joe Tobin (Food Bank Direc-
tor): “I would like to thank the Sonora Lions Club for all the hard work they put into making this event a success! 
Your coordination and efforts are very much appreciated.”  

Lions Tim & Ray at Upper 
Save Mart 

Joe Tobin from ATCAA 
ready to start the day!  

  Lion Ray with some early donators! 

PDG Tom, Lion Inez, and David from 
Safeway after filling the turkey bin to 

overflowing! 

Lion Inez with a 
“Turkey Token” 

ATCAA employee, Lion Jan, and 
Lion Tim at SaveMart 

Lion Bob revealing the turkey 
collection midday.  

Lion Bud, James (ATCAA), Joe Tobin 
(ATCAA), and Lions Jerri and Phil at 

Walmart 

A family at Walmart happy to  
give to a worthy cause! 

Our “Turkey Token” board showing 
some of the donated turkeys already!  

PDG Tom & Lion Wendy with 
Joe Tobin from ATCAA with the 

$815 check 

ATCAA starting to  
hand out turkeys What each client received 



5 

 

Pres. Tim opened the meeting in usual fashion.  To-
day’s guest speakers were introduced, Retired Briga-
dier General Susan Escallier, Retired Colonel Deb 
Esque, and later KrystaWolken, retired Petty Officer 
3rd Class, all representing the  Women's Veteran Me-
morial Project in Twain Harte.  Since our speaker had 
to leave a little early, they were slated first on our 
agenda for the day.  The Women's Veteran Memorial 
Project is located in Twain Harte adjacent to the swim-
ming pool, across from The Rock. To raise money to 
fund this project, they are selling “pavers” for $100 
each.  You can have up to 8 lines of inscription on a 
paver to memorialize someone in your family or a 
friend.  There is also a Go-Fund-Me account for this.  
You can find out more about the pavers and the memo-
rial if you visit their website and click the link for the 
pavers.  There are many other local businesses and 
nonprofits who are or have donated to the funding, in-
cluding Blue Mountain Minerals, Soroptimists, and the 
Rotary club.  It is situated on County land and has been 
approved.  It is hoped to be completed by March with 
their grand opening for Women Veterans Month. A 
master-gardener is laying out all the watering and the 
trees will not be removed from the area, but some of 
the bushes will be relocated. A large flying eagle will 
be on top of the water feature and the US Flag will be 
flown and illuminated at all times. There will be secu-
rity cameras placed strategically throughout the park 
and the entire project will be erected with honor and 
dignity.  There, of course, will be benches scattered 
around for guests to rest and contemplate, especially 
by the water feature. It is going to be a spectacular pro-
ject when completed and something of which our com-
munity can be proud.  

(L-R): Deb Esque, Krysta Wolken, & Susan Escallier, from the 
Women's Veteran Memorial Project in Twain Harte 

The meeting continued with Tail Twister Ray handing 
out fines right and left.  Lion Sherry was the only one 

who did not greet our Secret Lion, 
who was Lion Bud, properly and 
Lion Jim got fined for not wearing 
any Lions apparel. Happy Bucks: 
Lion Lydia had a wonderful week in 
Hawaii with her family celebrating 
her anniversary ~~ PDG Tom had a 
very Happy Buck because of the 
successful Turkey Drive over the 
weekend ~~ Lion Wendy had a very 
Thankful buck because she was fi-

nally able to get a very much needed cortisone shot, 
after being canceled and 
postponed for 5 months! 
Blessed Relief! ~~Lion 
Glenn had a very Happy 
Buck because he and Nancy 
finally were able to go on 
their long-anticipated trip to the Mediterranean—
they’ve been trying since 2001, and then Nancy came 
home with a cold! Darn it all! ~~ Deb Esque has a 
Happy Buck because she also is going on a cruise from 
Turkey to Greece. Committee Reports: The Student 
Speakers Contest will be held Wednesday, February 
15, 2023.  Time and location to be determined.  The 

theme this year is “Social Media: 
Connects us or Isolates us?” The Tur-
key Drive was very successful (see 
details on previous page). PDG Tom 
gave a recap. Lion Jill still has a 
bunch more Christmas cards to do so 
needs volunteers to take some home 

to work on them or come over on the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving to work on 
them.  Read To Succeed Pro-
gram: The program is gear-
ing up to start again, this 
time with Summerville, Lake 
Don Pedro, Jamestown Ele-
mentary, Chinese Camp Sci-
ence Academy, Curtis Creek, 
Columbia, and possibly Sonora elementary and Te-
naya (Groveland).  Cash Raffles: Lions Joe and Jerri 
won the cash raffles.  The Fine-Free Critter went to 
Lion Glenn, who will be fine-free when we return on 

November 30th. Black Marble Draw: 
The Black Marble Draw chance was 
won by Lion Jill, who was only able 
to withdraw a white marble.  The pot 
continues to grow.  

https://www.twainhartecc.com/news/womens-veterans-memorial-in-twin-harte
https://www.twainhartecc.com/news/womens-veterans-memorial-in-twin-harte
https://www.gofundme.com/f/tuolumne-county-womens-veteran-memorial
https://www.twainhartecc.com/news/womens-veterans-memorial-in-twin-harte
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Pres. Tim opened the meeting in usual fashion and our 
guest speaker, Carrie McKernan, of Gianelli & Nielsen 
Law Firm was introduced.  We sang the Welcome 
song for her.  Birthdays: Tomorrow is Lion Bill 
Coffill’s birthday! Committee Reports: Sunshine Re-
port—Lion Frank’s wife, Naomi, was taken to Sacra-
mento for repair of her failed cataract surgery. Lion 
Phil has Covid.  Former members Ruth & John Moyer 
were in good spirits and their family was able to bring 
him home for Thanksgiving. Christmas cards will start 
being distributed.  The Christmas tree for the club was 
erected this morning at the courthouse park in down-
town Sonora and looks awesome.  Pictures will be 
posted on our Facebook page.  Ornaments on the tree 
included eyeglasses, a garland of pull tabs with notes 
describing the pull tab program, Read to Succeed info 
along with children’s books, information on the HELP 
program, and large doggie bones with a short descrip-
tion of our Friends of the Pets Club program. Cash 
Raffle: Lion Bill D. won the cash raffle and also 
won the Fine-Free Critter.  Black Marble Draw: Lion 
Wendy won the chance to draw for the black marble, 
but only found a white marble.  Drat!  Happy Bucks: 
Lion Lydia passed around a flyer about the Columbia 
College orchestra performance and also announced a 
Holiday Craft fair next Thursday. ~~ Lion Jill told us  

about the Senior Center Gingerbread house making 
event on December 20th—a free event, and the Senior 
Center will be having a fundraiser in February. ~~ Li-
on John N. will be wearing his “boot” for about 2 
months, having broken some bones in his foot ~~ Lion 
Irene apologized for her mix-up on Black Friday with 
the purchasing of the tablets ~~ Crazy Bill had a sad 
buck, because  Lion Phil was to have taken him to the 
DMV tomorrow to have a driving test, but cannot now 
being sick with Covid. Lion Inez finally received her 
official club badge.  Now we know who she is!   

Carrie McKernan, an attorney with Gianelli and Niel-
sen Law Firm, actually graduated from Summerville 
High School, along with her husband.  She reiterated 
how much she appreciates all the 
hard work and commitment our 
club has towards our community.  
She revealed she does the 
“Happy” side of estate planning, 
covering your spouse, children, 
charities, etc.  If you do not do 
proper planning though, the State 
will do it for you in the form of 
probate.  It is important to appoint 
someone who you want to man-
age your estate ahead of time. The 
hard part is working with the ben-
eficiaries after the fact. They can also help you set up 
power of attorney. This is the person who will make 
sure your wishes are carried out. An Advanced Di-
rective is also important in case you are not able to 
speak for yourself. Make this a person you trust to 
speak on your behalf, interact with the doctor and pos-
sibly take you off life support when the time comes. 
The last tool used is a HIPAA authorization that allows 
persons to have access to your medical records. A sim-
ple Will can also work well for you, depending on 
your needs and assets. There are rules to follow to 
make it stand up in court. Probate does not take 1/4 of 
your estate, but it is final and it can cut off any 
fighting.  You need to discuss who you want to have 
included and make sure your will is up-to-date. Con-
sider new births, divorces, marriages, etc. If you want 
to make changes on an existing will, you need to do a 
codicil to make it binding. There is a “checklist” for 
trustees and their duties and there are always legal no-
tifications to take care of.  There is a window where 
heirs can challenge the terms of the trust.  The trustee's 
job is primarily to determine all of the assets, make 
sure the bills are paid and then distribute the rest.  It is 
advisable to send your POA all your documents in ad-
vance to make it easier for them when the time comes. 
They have 9 attorneys in their offices in Modesto and 
Sonora, but can cover the entire state of California.    

https://www.gianelli-law.com/
https://www.gianelli-law.com/
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* During Angela Lansbury’s Murder She Wrote era, 
she hired guest actors that had aged out of the game 
because it allowed them to earn the union points they 
needed for insurance, pensions, etc.  
* All the clocks in the movie “Pulp Fiction” are set at 
4:20 pm.  
* Most American car horns honk in the key of F. 
(Sorry Lion Bill!)  
* A giraffe can go longer without water than a camel. 
* More people are killed annually by a donkey than an 
air crash.  
* One-quarter of all your bones are in your feet.  
* In the USA, a bag of potato chips costs 200 times 
more than a pound of potatoes.  
* It has NEVER rained in Calama, a town in the Ata-
cama Desert of Chile. 
* It costs more today to purchase a new car in the US 
than it cost Christopher Columbus to equip and make 
3 voyages to and from the New World.  
* Ants closely resemble human mannerisms. When 
they awaken, they stretch and appear to yawn before 
they begin their daily chores.  
* Only female mosquitos bite and they are most at-
tracted to the color blue.  
* It is illegal to hunt camels in the state of Arizona.  
* When you sneeze, air and particles travel through 
the nostrils at speeds over 100 mph. During this time, 
all bodily functions stop, including your heart, contrib-
uting to the impossibility of keeping one’s eyes open 
during a sneeze. 
* In 1778, fashionable women in Paris never went out-
side in blustery weather without a lightning rod at-
tached to their hats. 
* A literal translation of a standard traffic sign in Chi-
na reads: “Give large space to the festive dog that 
makes sport in the roadway.” 
* For some time, Frederic Chopin, the composer and 
pianist wore a beard on only one side of his face, ex-
plaining: “It does not matter, my audience sees only 
my right side.” 
* Tom Sawyer was the first novel written on a type-
writer.  
* If we had the same mortality rate now as in 1900, 
more than half of the people in the world today would 
not be alive.  
* Americans eat about 18 acres of pizza per day. 
* The burps from 10 cows could heat and fuel your 
home for a year. 
* Intelligent people have more zinc and copper in their 
hair.  
* Iceland consumes more Coca-Cola per capita than 
any other nation. 
* 111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987,654,321 

* The cruise liner, Queen Elizabeth II, moves only 6 
inches per gallon of diesel it burns. 

Word of the Month: YEUK (verb) 
 
Pronounced “yook”  
 
Meaning: To itch.  
 
Used in a Sentence:  Stay clear of poison oak, as you 
may have to yeuk for days on end!  
 
Fun fact about the word YEUK: Rubbing or lightly 
slapping a yeuk has the same feel-good effect as 
yeuking, but without the risk of damage to the skin.  



8 

 

EAR OF THE LION REPORT 
November 2022 

Submitted by: Lion Tim Atchley, Chair 
tim.atchley52@gmail.com 

We collected 6 hearing aids, 
many batteries and supplies. Two appli-
cations were given to potential clients. 
No hearing aids were dispensed this 
month.  

“Stuff” Etc., A Story by Lion Frank Meckler 

A few weeks ago Lion PDG Tom Penhallegon gave 
a talk on “stuff.” How we keep “stuff” tucked away 
in closets, never using it and just taking up space. 
He was asking us to take our “stuff” and donate it to 
our upcoming yard sale, which Lion Jill chaired and 
was very successful. However, my guardian, who 
looks at me every day, is beginning to think I am 
“Stuff.” So, I would like to share my story and de-
scribe why I am NOT just “stuff.” You see, I am a 
Doll.  I have been displayed in many cabinets along 
with many different kinds of plates, dishes, cups, 
and saucers. I was created around 1882. I don’t’ 
know much of my early years, however, I believe I 
was purchased sometime around 1885 as a gift to 
my first guardian born in 1882. My first location 
was Budapest, Hungary. In 1903, I was taken out of 
the cabinet, wrapped very carefully, then was un-
wrapped and inspected at some place called Ellis 
Island. I was on display in New York, Wisconsin, 
South Dakota, and Los Angeles. I even survived 
when a trailer tipped over on my away to Merced 
and I landed on the road.  
In my 70s, my guardian had a grandson who was 5 
years old, who looked at me every day. I stayed on 
this farm, having this little boy, who is now 17, still 
looking at me each summer he visited. The years 
went by and in 1958, my guardian passed away and 
all the “stuff” in my cabinet was sold except for me. 
To my delight, I was given to that young man, who 
was now 26, married, with 3 young boys.  I was 
glad that they were boys because little girls would 
probably harm me. Over the years, my guardian 
moved to Riverside, San Diego, Modesto, Manteca, 
Ripon, Twain Harte, and to my current home in 
Jamestown (all in California). In all those moves 
and with those boys, I never had a chip anywhere on 
my body.  
I am over 125 years old now and for some reason, 
my guardian, who has never not seen me since he 
was a small boy, is looking at me each day and is 
beginning to think of “stuff.” He is 90 now and no 
doubt will start getting rid of the “stuff” that has 
been in my cabinet for many years. He and his wife 
of 69 years, hopefully, will choose another guardian 
for me. They have 6 grandchildren and 2 great-
grandchildren, one of whom may become my new 

guardian. So, 
you see, I am 
NOT “stuff.”  I 
am a beautiful 
keepsake and 
here is my pic-
ture to prove it.  

https://earofthelion.org/
mailto:tim.atchley52@gmail.com
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  SECRETARY’S  MONTHLY  
REPORT 

November 2022 
Submitted by: Lion Wendy Penhallegon, Secretary  

 

 Total Membership from last report  ....................................... 41 

 New Members.......................................................................... 0 

 Dropped Members ................................................................... 0 

 Transferred Members............................................................... 0 

 Total Members At Close ........................................................ 41 

 Service Hours  .................................................. 411/YTD 1,808 

 Number of People Served  ............................. 1,651/YTD 8,812 

 Number of Lions Performing Service .................. 162/YTD 696 

 Number of Hearing Aids Dispensed ...........................  0/YTD 0 

 Number of Eyeglasses Donated  ....................... 786/YTD 1,911 

 Pounds of Pull Tabs Donated ............................. 14/YTD 27.75 

 Pounds of Plastic Bags (Bags For Benches)  ......... 50/YTD 118 

 Number of Cell Phones donated ………...………..14/YTD 51 

 Funds Raised ........................................... $6,483/YTD $16,221 

 Funds Donated  ........................................ $5,440/YTD $16,108 

 Total Activities   ........................................... 40/YTD 166 

Lion Members Doing Community Service 
SLC Community Outreach Program— Wendy & 
Tom Penhallegon, John Nolen, Phil Baylis, Joe Skaff 
SLC Food Pantry Program— Jan Newman, Tim 
Atchley 
*LDP Christmas Basket & Toy Giveaway—Jan New-
man 
* Eyeglass Collection—Bud & Jerri Regelin  
Turkey Drive—Tom & Wendy Penhallegon, Lydia 
Osias, Bill Dunlavy, Jr., Inez West, Tim Atchley, Bud 
& Jerri Regelin, Phil Baylis, Ray Bailey, Bob Bader, 
Jim Gormely, Jan Newman, Jerry Jensen, Joe Skaff, 
Cecil Steen, Irene Wetzel,  and Jill Schwab 
*Pancake Breakfast—Wendy & Tom Penhallegon, 
Jerri Regelin 
*Peace Poster Contest—Bill Dunlavy, Jr., Tom & 
Wendy Penhallegon, Tim Atchley, Lydia Osias, Bud 
& Jerry Regelin, Irene Wetzel, and Jan Newman 
Bags For Benches—Lydia Osias  
*Friends of the Pets Club—Jill Schwab, Tom and  
Wendy Penhallegon, Jan Newman, Frank Meckler 
*Read To Succeed—Irene Wetzel, Tom & Wendy 
Penhallegon, Bud & Jerri Regelin, Lydia Osias, Jan 
Newman 
SLC Elderly Persons Assistance Program— Tom & 
Wendy Penhallegon 
Christmas Cards—Jill Schwab, Wendy Penhallegon, 
Lydia Osias, Jan Newman 
* =  Sonora Lions Club Signature Project/Program 
 

Club Projects & Programs Chairs 
 

Bags For Benches—Lydia Osias 
Columbia College Scholarships—Wendy Penhallegon 

Ear of the Lion—Tim Atchley 
Eyeglass & Pull Tab collection—Bud & Jerri Regelin 

Friends of the Pet Club—Jill Schwab 
Guest Speaker Procurement—Wendy Penhallegon  

Highway 132 Cleanup—Jan Newman  
Hospital Equipment Loan Program (H.E.L.P.) —Dan 

& Kelly Ward 
Ink Cartridge Recycling—Wendy Penhallegon 

LDP Christmas Baskets—Jan Newman 
Mother Lode Food Program—Jill Schwab 
Peace Poster Contest—Bill Dunlavy, Jr.  

Publicity/Marketing—Jim Gormely 
Read to Succeed Program—Irene Wetzel  

Student Speakers Contest (Club) —Glenn Gottschall 
Turkey Drive w/ATCAA—Tom Penhallegon 

Wheelbarrow Raffle—Tom Penhallegon 

For more information on how to find a club and/or 
join a club, please click here.   

It’s a Christmas Party!  
Save the date, Saturday, December 
10, 2022, 2-4 pm, at Lion Jill’s 
home. Please bring some finger 
food to share and a gift to ex-
change (one for each person), with 
a value of up to $30.  Come pre-
pared to have fun!  

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/discover-our-clubs/about-us
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Message from the International President  
Hello, Lions! 
There’s one thing better than watching a 
great team in action—being on the 
team! There are few things I love more 
than pulling on a jersey, grabbing a 
glove, and taking my place on the field. 
It’s hard work, it requires dedication, 
but it’s also just so much fun. 
Of course, I’m talking about Team Li-
ons. When my club goes out to serve, we do it as a unit. 
We wear our club shirts, we take our positions, and we 
use our individual strengths to help our team be success-
ful. 
We aren’t just a club. We’re a group of caring people who 
are dedicated to the same mission. We all work hard and 
use our talents in different ways to achieve a common 
goal. And when we want to have a bigger impact, we 
grow our team. We do this by recruiting more members, 
and also, importantly, by partnering with other clubs and 
organizations. 
There is no real way to have the impact we want to have if 
we go it alone. Don’t be afraid to reach out to others and 
encourage them to join us. We accomplish big things by 
working together. Through hard work, dedication, and 
teamwork. Oh, and didn’t I mention…fun! 
Go team, Lions. 
Make a great day, 
Brian Sheehan, International President, LCI  
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       Item  Loaned Value Total 

Wheelchairs 17 $50.00 $850.00 

Commodes 25 $20.00 $500.00 

Bath Chairs 7 $20.00 $140.00 

Shower  
Benches 

7  $20.00 $140.00 

Walkers 28 $20.00 $560.00 

Walker   
w/seat 

7 $30.00 $210.00 

Canes 4 $10.00 $ 40.00 

Crutches 9 $10.00 $ 90.00 

Risers 4 $10.00 $ 40.00 

Reachers 1 $5.00 $  5.00 

Sock Aide 0 $5.00 $ 0.00 

Misc. 10 $5.00 $ 50.00 

Total Pieces Loaned 119 

Total Contributions in Kind $2,625.00 

Total Hours Contributed 30 

Month November 2022 

Prepared By:  Dan Ward 

H.E.L.P. Report 
Diann Kaiser Memorial 

Hospital Equipment Loan 
Program 

November 2022 
Lion Dan Ward, Chair  

sonoraministorage@yahoo.com 

November District Meeting, Stockton 
Our second district meeting of the year was held No-
vember 18-19 in Lockeford and Stockton.  Several 
clubs attended the meeting.  The Sonora Lions Club 
was well-represented with 7 members attending. Fri-
day night was a social night with live musical enter-
tainment and good food.  Saturday’s guest speakers 
included  Cathy Meyer from “Family Promise of San 
Joaquin County” and Teri Palmer, from “Cpl. Charles 
Palmer II Troop Support Program.”  Breakout ses-
sions were held about the California Lions Care Pro-
ject, Beep Kickball, Managing and Resolving Conflict, 
Cub Clubs, and How to be an Exceptional Tail Twist-
er. You could also stay in the main room and work on 
the California Project Care making greeting cards for 
those who serve throughout the year, including mili-
tary, police, fire, medical workers and all first respond-
ers. Breakfast was cooked and served by the Tracy 
Breakfast Lions Club, and lunch was cooked and 
served by the Linden Lions.  Both were delicious.  Re-
ports were given regarding the Student Speakers Con-
test, LCIF, California Lions Camp, and the judging of 
the Peace Poster contest was held.  The winning poster 
was submitted by the Arnold Lions Club. (See pictures 
below).  

Lion Judy making greeting 
cards 

DG Doug holding up the  
winning Peace Poster 

Cathy Meyer 

Teri Palmer  

Friday Night Festivities 

Sonora Lions at Friday night 
activities 

Lion Wendy selling raffle  
tickets at district meeting 

HTTP://SONORALIONS.ORG
https://www.familypromisesjc.org/
https://www.familypromisesjc.org/
http://www.cplpalmertroopsupport.com/index.html
http://www.cplpalmertroopsupport.com/index.html
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January 15, 2023: Deadline  for  the Environmental Pho-
to Contest 

February 4, 2023: Crab Feed, Mar iposa Lions 
February 28, 2023: Bags for  Benches cycle ends-

Stockton San Joaquin Lions Club  
March 4, 2023: Distr ict Meeting, Yosemite Region, 

Merced 
March 17, 2023: Fir st Annual Blood Dr ive, Sutter Creek 

Lions Club 
April 20-23, 2023: Distr ict Convention @  Black Oak 

Casino Resort RV and Hotel  

 
CLUB OFFICERS &  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022-23 
 
 

President ........................................................... Tim Atchley 
tim.atchley52@gmail.com 

(209) 985-3837 
1st Vice President.............................................. Jerry Jensen 

jerjenrpf@gmail.com 
(209) 928-1278 

2nd Vice President.......................................... ….Jill Schwab 
justjillleo@hotmail.com 

(650) 787-7022 
Secretary .............................................. Wendy Penhallegon 

wenpen@sonoralions.org 
(209) 406-5015 

Treasurer ........................................................... Judy Meeks 
sonorajudy@yahoo.com 

(209) 532-5858 
Membership Chair .......................................... Jerri Regelin 

littlebluehse@gmail.com 
(209) 532-7828 

LCIF Coordinator .............................................. Bob Bader 
garibob@mlode.com 

(209) 532-0648 
 Marketing/Publicity …………………………..Jim Gormely 

jimfgormely@gmail.com 
(209) 532-6515 

One-Year Director .......................................... Jan Newman 
newmanjanet2016@gmail.com 

(209) 588-9689 
One-Year Director ....................................... Frank Meckler 

mecklernaomi@gmail.com 
(209) 213-9829 

Two-Year Director ............................................. Kailen Hill 
KBOBSS396@yahoo.com 

(209) 890-9179 

Two-Year Director .............................................Cecil Steen  
ccsteen8322@gmail.com 

(209) 735-0380 
Club Chaplains .................................. Joe Skaff/Phil Baylis  

jskaff@yahoo.com (209) 288-2411    
p_baylis@yahoo.com (510) 552-7596 

 

Tail Twister ......................................................... Ray Bailey 
Bailey-r@sbcglobal.net 

(209) 532-0444 
Lion Tamer ....................................................... Bud Regelin 

budnbet@prodigy.net 
(209) 532-7828 

Immediate Past President .................................. Phil Baylis  
p_baylis@yahoo.com 

(510)-552-7596 
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor ........... Wendy Penhallegon 

wenpen@sonoralions.org 
(209) 406-5015 

 
“We Serve” 

Sonora Lions Club Calendar of Events 

December 3: Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser  @ Apple-
bee’s, 8-10 am, Sonora 
December 7: Regular  membership meeting @12 noon, 
guest speaker Ed Pelfry, Supt. Sonora High School 
December 10: Christmas Par ty @ Lion J ill’s, 2-4 pm 
December 14: Regular  membership meeting @12, guest 
speaker Patrick Koepele, Tuolumne River Trust Fund 
December 16: LDP Christmas Basket Food assembly,  9 
am to 12 pm  
December 17: Chr istmas Food and Toy Basket Givea-
way, LDP Church, 9 am to 12 pm 
December 21:  Dark for Christmas, no meeting today 
December 28: Dark for New Years, no meeting today 
January 4, 2023: Club meetings resume 
January 20, 2023: Assembly at Lake Don  Pedro Ele-
mentary for Read To Succeed Program, 8:15 am 
January 26, 2023: Assembly at Chinese Camp Science 
Academy for Read To Succeed Program, 12:50 pm, fol-
lowed by assembly at Jamestown Elementary, 1:50 pm  
February 1, 2023: Read To Succeed Program begins 
February 28, 2023: Read To Succeed Program ends  
March 2, 2023: Read To Succeed Celebration Assembly 
at Chinese Camp Science Academy @ 12:50 pm, followed 
by Jamestown Elementary at @1:50 pm  

District, Multi-District, and International 
Calendar of Events  

Our next Board of Directors meeting will be  
at 10:30 am, Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

at the Senior Center 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND!  

 

District Governor Doug Campbell  
2022-23 

District 4-A1 
Email: liondoug1963@gmail.com  

209-495-8053  

THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER!   
Submitted by: Lion Sec. Wendy Penhallegon 

If you would like to see more of something, less of 
something, or contribute an article of interest, please 
do submit it! It does get challenging at times to find 
“news” to fill the pages, and I could use the help from 
all of you.  Just call me at 209-406-5015 or email me 
at wenpen@sonoralions.org, and we can put it in for 
you!  It’s a NEWSletter people...and it needs to have 
News!  

mailto:tim.atchley52@gmail.com
mailto:wenpen@sonoralions.org
mailto:littlebluehse@gmail.com
mailto:wenpen@sonoralions.org
https://www.tuolumne.org/
mailto:liondoug1963@gmail.com
mailto:wenpen@sonoralions.org

