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es and drinks to a few of the first displaced individ-
uals. Shortly after noon however, the Red Cross 
informed us that the site was being closed due to 
safety concerns. The smoke was becoming very 
dense and some of the area roads were being 
closed.  
The Red Cross had determined to set up a new 
site at the Mother Lode Fairgrounds and the Club 
began serving meals there.  
Beginning on Wednesday, the 19th until Saturday 
the 29th when the last sandwiches were delivered, 
1515 meals were prepared. Twenty three mem-
bers of the Sonora Lions Club along with Lions 
from 17 other Lions Clubs were involved. Including 
the Lions and other volunteers, 1920 manhours 
were logged. 
We published a flyer about the manning of this site 
and the many local and statewide Lions along with 
many volunteers who assisted in itôs operation. 
Enough thanks cannot be given to all who worked, 
donated and supported this event. 
On Saturday the 29th, the site was closed. In the 
next two days, two more fires broke out in the 
Mother Lode area, reminding all to be exceptional-
ly careful with fire and realizing these types of 
events can happen at any time and without warn-
ing. 
Thanks to ALL the volunteers who helped. 
At last report 125 sq. miles had been burned and 
CalFire expects to have the fire under complete 
control by August 5th. 

As the Detwiler Fire began to spread last week the 
Red Cross contacted the Sonora Lions Club and 
asked if we would man a food service for the indi-
viduals who were being displaced by the advanc-
ing flames. 
The Board conducted an emergency phone sur-
vey to decide it we were in a position to accept 
this request for help. The general conscience was 
that if enough members expressed a favorable re-
sponse, the Board would approve this request, 
which it did. 
Members of our club had been involved with simi-
lar activities in the past and the Red Cross was 
tapping into that experience to take care of this 
current event. As the days passed more and more 
terrain was engulfed, forcing local residents to 
evacuate their properties, some with little or no 
advance warning. 
Red Cross sites like the one in Groveland and lat-
er at the Mother Lode Fairgrounds in Sonora were 
established to take care of these displaced people 
and also to feed emergency responders as need-
ed. The sites provided three meals per day and 
had on hand various snack items, water, and other 
drinks. 
Under the direction of PDG Tom Penhallegon and 
Wendy Penhallegon our immediate Past Presi-
dent, both of whom had worked in such a capacity 
during the Rim Fire, we initially were asked to set 
up in Groveland. So early on Wednesday, July 19, 
five members of the club began serving sandwich-

Below: Kelly Ward, Ruth Moyer & PP Wendy Penhallegon at Groveland. 

Members of the Arnold Lions Club like so many others joined in to prepare 
and serve meals. 
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Weekly Club Lunch Meetings 

July 5 
(Note: Beginning with this monthôs newsletter, I will usually be referring to 
members with their first name and last name initial ï like John M . However, 
I will include the full last name of new members for a while, to help us old 
and forgetful guys remember it. PDG will precede Past District Governor 

Tom Pôs name instead of Lion.) 

 
The meeting was called to order by our recently 
installed Lion President Joe Skaff, who welcomed 
all, reminding us that life needs to be in balance. 
We have much to do this year in Lions, but that is 
only a part of our lives ï family and faith come 
first.  

Guests: 
PDG Don Allen and his companion Zippy were in-
troduced by Lion Wendy P, and greeted with a 
rousing rendition of the Welcome song. 

Birthdays/Anniversaries: 
Happy birthday wishes go to Lion Diann K, and 
congratulations to Lion Ray B and his wife Norene 
on their 57

th
 wedding anniversary.  Ray B also 

said July 4
th
 was the anniversary of his retirement, 

and he thanks everyone for shooting off all the 
fireworks and celebrating this with him. The song 
was extraordinarily disorderly. 

Secret Lion:  
Our secret Lion Wendy P said we were all saved 
from a fine by Kailen H being late and Lion Joanne 
P not shaking her hand. 

Happy/Sad Bucks: 
Lion Tim A related he has Type 2 diabetes, but 
has lost 24 pounds and lowered his A1C from 8.4 
to 6.3. Lion Wendy P said her A1C is 5.5 or less, 
and she is now able to be off meds. Fantastic! 
PDG Tom P and Lion Wendy P went to Stockton 
to view the movable Vietnam Wall Memorial, and 
he was able to find the name of a schoolmate on 
it. Lion Kelly W visited with long time friends yes-
terday. Lion Bill D is sad because he is starting 
chemo and radiation tomorrow. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to him, today and every day. 

Announcements: 
Lion Frank M gave a report on the Omelet break-
fast, and said this was the first time we have ever 
presold over 200 tickets. The earning are about 
$1800. It was reported that the wife of Lion Dusty 
Rhodes has donated $50 towards the Cioppino 
dinner.  

Raffle: 
Winners today were Lions Kelly W and John M, 
and Lion Ray B will be fine free next week, after 
winning the Lion Critter. 

Presentations: 
A Lifetime Membership 
Plaque had been given to 
Lion Ray B during the Instal-
lation meeting, and today 
Lion President Joe S called 
him to the front and present-
ed him with the Lifetime cer-
tificate.  

 
Marble Draw: 
The potential winnings are 
up to $398 now, but even 
accompanied by the noise of 
members pounding on the 
tables, Lion Cecil S still drew out a white ball. 

Our Speaker: 
Today, PDG Don Allen and Zippy are here to dis-
cuss LPCCI, the Lions Project Canine Compan-
ions for Independence. He was accompanied by a 
beautiful black Labrador named Zippy.            
He said that volunteers are needed to raise and 
socialize puppies, who later receive specialized 
training to become companions and helpers for 
persons with various disabilities. Volunteers re-
ceive the puppies when they are 8 weeks old, and 
work with  them until they are 18 months. Special-
ized trainers then teach the dog to master over 40 

commands in six to 
nine months. Usually 
Golden Retrievers, 
black or yellow Labra-
dors, or crosses of 
these breeds are used 
for this work. The dogs 
are trained for four 
types of assistance. 
Service dogs help per-
sons on crutches or in 
a wheelchair, by open-
ing doors and picking 
up dropped items, and 
they also help persons 
with PTSD. Hearing 
dogs alert their owners 
by pushing on their leg 
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when the phone or 
doorbell rings. Facility 
dogs work in hospitals, 
nursing homes, and 
with special needs chil-
dren in schools, and 
even with abused kids 
and adults in court-
house situations. 
Skilled companion 
dogs work with children 
with autism, Downôs 
Syndrome, or Cerebral 
Palsy. ñThe most ad-
vanced technology ca-
pable of transforming 
the lives of people with 
disabilities has a cold 
nose and a warm 
heart.ò 

 
At the beginning of his 
presentation PDG Don 
posed a series of ques-
tions to the group. Lion 
Kenny was the most cor-
rect with his response and 
was rewarded with this 
little doggie doll which he 
was asked to pose with for 
the óAward Photoô. Lion 
Tim, in the background, 
was very pleased for Kennyôs award. 

Zippy responding to the Lap Command. 

July 12 
When members walked into the dining room to-
day, the tables were set with cups, glasses, and 
napkins, but no silverware. The restaurant owner, 
Stella, informed us she had been instructed that if 
we wanted silverware to eat with, we would have 
to pay $1 to her. After collecting from everyone, 
the money went into the club treasury. Everyone 
paid. 
After the meeting was opened in regular form, our 
guests, Deni Avery and Jameson Patterson from 
the ATCAA Food Bank were introduced, and wel-
comed with a loud and melodious Welcome song.  

Birthdays/Anniversaries: 
 At the Board Meeting today, the way in which the 
club sings the Happy Birthday song was dis-
cussed.  We do sing it in a loud and discordant 
manner, but this has been the tradition for many 

years, and our guests seem to enjoy it. It was de-
cided to continue the tradition for the Birthday 
song, but we will sing Happy Anniversary in a reg-
ular and joyful manner.  

Awards: 
Lion Lisa Melville was 
called to the front by 
our Lion President Joe 
Skaff. The year 2014 
was the 15

th
 year Lisa 

had been a member, 
but she never received 
the award for that. So 
today she was given a 
15 + 3 year award. Inci-
dentally, bold and brave 
Lisa was the first fe-
male member in the 
Sonora Lion Club.  
 
Next, Lion Frank Meckler was called up and pre-
sented with a beautiful 
knife carrying case in 
honor of his 15 years of  
being chairman of the 
Omelet Breakfast. This 
year was his final year 
of doing this tough job. 

Secret Lion: 
 Lion Judy Meeks was 
the Secret Lion and col-
lected a goodly sum.  

Announcements: 
 A summary of the 
Board meeting was giv-
en by Lion Bob Bader, 
including information on 
the Glenn Bass Run, the Snowman project for 
TMAP, and cooking at Camp Pacifica.  

Summer Social: 
The summer social will be at the home of Lions 
Jerri and Bud Regelin on Saturday, Sept 16

th
. Be 

sure to bring your bathing suits.  

Membership: 
Membership chairman Lion Jerri Regelin also en-
couraged us to recruit two new members to bring 
the membership back up to 60.  
 
Tickets for the Lions Night at the Nuts are still 
available from Lion Bob Bader. The $12 tickets 
include a BBQ before the game. Lion Jim Gormely 
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If you are a Lion and 

enjoying this newsletter, 

      Share it!  

If you are enjoying 

this newsletter and  

are not a Lion, we 

would encourage 

you to become one.  

For more information call  

Lion Jerri Regelin 

  Membership Chair 

  (209)532-7828 

 
      Glenn Bass Run 

 

is just around the 
corner. 

Mark your calendars, 
volunteers needed 

 

reminded us how successful the Glenn Bass Run 
has been ï we have donated $10,819 to the cross 
country team in the last 5 years!  
Lion Dan Ward mentioned that the HELP, or Hos-
pital Equipment Lending Program, is always in 
need of used equipment. Usually about 10 people 
a day come into the Sonora Mini Storage facility 
needing equipment. (Look at the HELP monthly 
report elsewhere in the newsletter). Lion Wendy 
Penhallegon discussed the possibility of a group 
of members taking a tour of the Jelly Belly factory.   

Happy/Sad Bucks: 
 Lion Judy Meeks will be gone on a three week 
vacation. Lion Kelly Ward related a Feel Good 
story. Lion Tim Atchley had a sarcastic buck for 
the SF Giants performance. Lion Frank Meckler 
saw his childhood home on a TV program. Lion 
Kailen Hill is happy he is moving into his own rent-
al house. Lion Jim Henry will be missing next 
weekôs meeting because he is going to visit his 99 
year old father. Lion Ray Bailey explained why he 
is no longer as bashful as he was when he was 
first married. Lion Jim Gormely related the pro-
gress being made on the Jamestown Museum.  

Raffle: 
 Todayôs winners are Lions Phil Baylis, Ray Bai-
ley, and Jerry Jensen. Then Lion Ray won again, 
getting the Critter for next 
week.  

Speakers: 
Our first speaker for today 
was Deni Avery, Food Bank 
Director at ATCAA, who 
thanked the Lions members 
for their continued support 
of the Mother Lode food 
project. ATCAA is the only 
food bank in Tuolumne 
county, acting on a ware-
house model, since the oth-
ers are food pantries. She 

then introduced 
Jameson Patter-
son, a volunteer 
who ñwants to 
feed hungry 
kidsò. Jameson 
spoke of the 
project she 
started 2 years 
ago, of collect-
ing jars of pea-
nut butter and 
jelly, which are 
then distributed 
through the food 
bank. She said 
she collected 62 
jars last year, 
and so far this year has collected 174 jars. She 
plans to continue this project until she graduates 
from high school. She said this was her first public 
speaking engagement, but she gave such a fan-
tastic speech that all the members stood and ap-
plauded loudly.  
 
 

Marble Draw: 
The pot is up to $412, and there are only 15 white 

marbles left in the bag, along with the elusive 

black one. Lion Bud R, who won the pot last year, 

tried to win it again, but was unsuccessful.   
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July 26 
The meeting was opened in regular form by our 
Lion President Joe Skaff, who greeted 
all in attendance. Guests that were introduced in-
cluded Lion Kevin Johnson of the Los Gatos Li-
ons, and Lion John Giuseponi from the San Bruno 
Lions, both of whom were here helping out at the 
Red Cross Evacuation Center at the Sonora Fair 
Grounds. Also introduced was William Cole, the 
brother of Lion Ron Cole. The Welcome song was 
sung to them with gusto. 

Announcements: 
Lion President Joe Skaff reported on the Board 
meeting that was held prior to this regular 
meeting. The Clubôs role when we are called on to 
assist in an emergency such as a fire 
was discussed in depth. The Board decided the 
clubôs most important need now is to 
set up a POA, or Plan of Action. Living here in the 
foothills, we know future emergencies 
of various types will happen, and everyone help-
ing needs to know roles and duties and 
where to find information and needed supplies. An 
ad hoc committee is being set up to 
work on this POA, and a sign up sheet is being 
passed around, if you are interested in 
joining this committee. 
Lion John Moyer is working on a newsletter sup-
plement to share pictures and information 
about the Detwiler fire and the work Lions mem-
bers and other volunteers are doing to 
help the people evacuated. Lion Wendy Pen-
hallegon said she still needs volunteers to help 
prepare and serve meals, so please sign up if you 
are able to assist.  
Camp Pacifica will not be opening this year due to 
the fire, so we will not be preparing any meals 
there. 
Lion Jim Gormely talked about the Glenn Bass 
Run, and said more than $4000 has already 
been committed by merchants. Please sign up to 
help on the sheet going around the room. 
 
It was reported that the son of a former long time 
Lions member, John Bristol, has died, 
at the young age of 49. Our thoughts and prayers 
go to the family. 

July 19 
Thanks to Lion Bud Regelin for the information on 
this meeting, since Lion John and I were in 
Groveland making sandwiches for the first of the 
fire evacuees.  
Visitors introduced were PDG Marilyn Richardson, 
Lion Tim Atchleyôs wife Kathy, and guest speakers 
Peter and Glen Cole from the Seeds of Dignity 
Ministries in Mindanao, Philippines.  
Our speakers talked about the many facets of the 
Ministries, and the work they do in Mindanao. 
Their livelihood projects include issuing 64 fishing 
boats and 31 putput bicycle taxis to families, and 
starting bakery and tailoring projects. Many chil-
dren have been helped through their feeding pro-
jects, orphanage, computer labs, libraries, and ed-
ucational programs.  

Pig at the Lake 

Wednesday evening, Lions Jerri and Bud Regelin 
along with Lions Ruth and John Moyer drove to 
Denair and enjoyed a lovely evening and Bar-B-Q 
at the ñPig at the Lakeò sponsored by the Merced 
Breakfast Lions Club.  
They served wine, fresh corn, chicken, and all the 
fixings. Glorious evening. The only problem was 
that Lions Jerri & Ruth talked the whole trip down 
and home. Poor Bud nor I could get a word in 
edgewise and I couldnôt turn the volume down. 
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Sonora Lions Club 

H.E.L.P. Report 
Hospital Equipment Lending Program 

July, 2017 

Total contributions in kind $1,605.00 
Total Hours contributed 13.50 
Total  Equipment Pieces loaned 54 

LǘŜƳ І ¦ǎŜŘ /ƻǎǘ ¢ƻǘŀƭ 

²ƘŜŜƭ /ƘŀƛǊǎ мн ϷрлΦлл ϷсллΦлл 

/ƻƳƳƻŘŜǎ у ϷнлΦлл                   ϷмслΦлл 

.ŀǘƘ /ƘŀƛǊǎ м ϷнлΦлл       ϷнлΦлл  

{ƘƻǿŜǊ {Ŝŀǘǎ р ϷнлΦлл  ϷмллΦлл  

²ŀƭƪŜǊǎ мм ϷнлΦлл  ϷннлΦлл  

²ŀƭƪŜǊǎ ǿκ{Ŝŀǘ р ϷолΦлл  ϷмрлΦлл  

/ŀƴŜǎ о ϷмлΦлл  ϷолΦлл  

/ǊǳǘŎƘŜǎ н ϷмлΦлл  ϷнлΦлл  

wƛǎŜǊǎ п ϷмлΦлл  ϷплΦлл  

wŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ л ϷрΦлл  ϷлΦлл  

{ƻŎƪ !ƛŘŜ          л ϷрΦлл                       ϷлΦлл 

aƛǎŎΦ о ϷрΦлл  ϷмрΦлл  

aƻƴǘƘƭȅ ¢ƻǘŀƭǎ рп   ϷмΣслрΦлл  

Happy/Sad Bucks: 
Lion Wendy Penhallegon is very happy that so 
many people have responded to help prepare and 
serve meals at the Fair Grounds. Lion Bill Simp-
son complained about the huge number of 
ñRoad Work Aheadò signs on every road. Lion 
Ruth Moyer is trying to grow tomatoes for the 
first time here, but the deer seem to love the green 
tomatoes and plants. Lion Kevin Johnson is im-
pressed with all the fantastic Lions he has met on 
his trip here. Lion John Giuseponi met a friend at 
the Relief Center that he used to work with years 
ago in San Francisco. Small world!  
Lion Frank Meckler related that due to budget 
cuts, Meals on Wheels and the Senior Center will 
be eliminating serving one meal a week.  
Lion Tail Twister Jim Gormely could only find two 
members to fine for not wearing some type of  
Lions insignia. Lion Walt Barclay became emotion-
al as he talked about the effect of the fire on some 
of his friends and neighbors. 

Secret Lion: 
The secret Lion was Bud Regelin, and only two 
members did not shake his hand. 

Raffle: 
A dozen fresh eggs were raffled off for $6 to our 
guest Lion Kevin Johnson, who paid with a $20 bill 
and said the change goes back to the Club. 
Winners for the raffles today were Lions Walt Bar-
clay, Wendy Penhallegon, and Jerri Regelin. 
(Lucky Jerri and Bud continue their streak of win-
ning!) The Critter this week goes to Lion Lynda 
LaFlamme, making her fine free at next weekôs 
meeting. 

Program: 
The scheduled speaker for today had to cancel, so 
Lion John M was asked to fill in and 
provided a brief presentation on Photoshop. He 
showed before and after photos he had 
restored. One item he emphasized was that al-
most all new cell phones now have the 
ability to edit and manipulate photographs. 

Marble Draw: 
The pot is up to $452.50! Unfortunately Lion Bob 
B was not able to pull out a black marble and win 
that amount. 

Photo Restoration Examples 

Original photo was scanned as a color photo and 
then opened in Photoshop. Restored the tonal 
values and then began removing or replacing the 
damaged areas. 
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Web Master 

 
Co-Bulletin Editors ............................ John & Ruth Moyer 

jackalopejohn@gmail.com 
C: (307)321-0370 

Donôt Forget 
Summer Hours  1 PM 

Join us on Thursdays at 1 pm for bowling 

at the Black Oak Casino 

Drivers: Bob Bader - Bill Simpson & Frank 
Meckler 

Hours - 34        Labor cost savings - $ 408.00 
 Meals Delivered - 180 Miles Driven - 243 
 
Yearly totals - 12 months 
Hours - 359   Labor cost savings - $ 3,952.00 

 Meals Delivered - 1,904  Miles Driven - 2,313 

Meals on Wheels 
July Report 

8/1 Dan Gaton 
8/21 Jim & Joanne Gormely  Anniversary 
8/24 Bill Dunlavy 
8/24 Kenny & Carolyn Ayres  Anniversary 
8/26 Karyn Calhoun 
8/28 Sherry Pert-Burns 

My Fellow Lions: 
I am pleased to report that the final outcome of our 
Omelet Breakfast exceeded our goals. 
 

Ticket sales exceeded 200 
Costs under budget 

Total Lion membership HELPEDé.. 
Thank you all, 
 Kailen Hill & Frank Meckler 


