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In order to reduce repetitiveness, it should be noted that all meetings begin with the pledge, singing of a patriotic 
song, and a prayer.  
August 4th—Today’s meeting was our annual visit from the 4-A1 District Governor Gabrielle McKechnie. We 
had 15 members attend in person and 3 by Zoom. Pres. Phil Baylis opened the meeting 
in the usual manner. There were no anniversaries or birthdays to announce. He intro-
duced our current District Governor McKechnie, and we sang our Welcome Song for 
her.  First VP Jill announced that she needed to know who was interested in attending 
the November stage production of “Murder on the Orient Express” and that she will 
need you to send her your checks ($30 per person) as they are requesting a deposit to 
hold our seats. Also, we have been contacted by a local convalescent hospital and re-
quested to do our Cards of Hope for their group of 60 or so patients. Cards were dis-
tributed to several members to help in this project.  

DG McKechnie began by talking about our new International 
President, Douglas X. Alexander, who stepped in as 1st VP last 
year when Dr. Townsend passed unexpectedly.  Pres. Alexan-
der’s theme is Service from the Heart.  She mentioned our 1st 
Vice District Governor is Doug Campbell from the Oakdale 
Lions Club, and our 2nd Vice District Governor is Todd Riebe from the Jackson Lions 
Club. Lion Drew Stidger is our Region Chair, and Lion Phil Baylis (our very own presi-
dent!) is our Zone Chair. One big goal this year will be working towards membership and 
service. The initiative this month is Blood donations. Ask your neighbors, family, and 
friends to donate, keep track of their donations too, and we can get credit for their donations 
also! The next quarter’s initiative is focused on vision. This includes eye screenings, eye-
glass collection, etc.  
Our first District Meeting is set for August 27-28 in Atwater.  Since no one likes to get up at 

O-Dark-Thirty to come to these meetings, it is set to begin at 8:30 am on Saturday.  The district directories will be 
available soon but are available now online. To dispel any further misinformation, Camp Pacific is currently up for 
sale. They are asking $1.75 million and have an offer for $1.5 million. A lion formerly from New Zealand is possi-
bly checking out the campgrounds to begin a camp for disabled children. Due to the uncertainty of the COVID situ-
ation this year, the children had 5 weekend trips scheduled for STEM experience. Next year we are looking for an-
other place to go. KREM camp might be a possibility to take over, but we still will have 10 years as a Lions Camp.  
The district convention next year will be at Black Oak Casino.  The date may be pushed back by another week to 
avoid the Easter Holiday. They are currently working it out to reserve a larger block of RV sites for the Lions mem-
bers.  

 
It was very good to see Lion Jerri Regelin at the meeting this week, foot in a cast and all.  Here she 
is with her “bookend” buddy, Lion Wendy with her cast!  The cash raffle today was won by Lion 
Jerri Regelin and the Fine-Free Critter was won by Pres. Phil. Last week Lion Jill won the Black 
Ball Draw and won $124.  Lion Bob Bader drew for the Black ball this week but only withdrew a 
white one.  The pot is back to $50.   
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On August 25th, the Sonora Lions Club donated six 
bags of nonperishables to the Mother Lode Food Pro-
ject, to be taken down to ATCAA Food Bank in      
Jamestown.  Each bag of food is valued at $20 each.  

Our next Board of Directors’ meeting will be 
Wednesday, September 08, 2021, immediately  

following the regular weekly meeting starting around 
1 pm at the Cocina Michoacana Restaurant.   
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND!  

The August 11th meeting was opened promptly at 12 
noon. There were no birthdays or anniversaries to an-
nounce this week.  Lion 1st VP Jill reminded everyone 
of the Garage Sale coming up for the club and please 
come on over to help with it if you are able. 
Also, she wanted to remind everyone to 
submit your payment for the tickets to see 
“Murder on the Orient Express” if you 
want to join us (Sun., Nov 7, at 2 pm).  
Tail Twister—Lion Tim acted as Tail 
Twister today. The Secret Lion was Lion Bud, but 
since everyone shook his hand, everyone had to pay a 
fine. Happy Bucks—Lion Tim started out with a $5 

Happy Buck because his parents are cele-
brating their 70th Anniversary ~~ Lion Irene 
paid a buck for kidding Tim—Lion Jill paid 
a Happy Buck for having just worked her 
3rd day on her new job at the Senior Center, 

and is enjoying it very much. She is just amazed at the 
work they do! ~~ Lion Jill also had a sad buck because 
a good friend of hers was just diagnosed with pancre-
atic cancer ~~ Lion Wendy is doing better since she 
evened out her walking stance with wearing a shoe 
with a heel on her good foot to level it out with the 
“boot” she has to wear for her broken heel ~~ Lion 
Jerri is doing better, but still cannot put any weight on 
her foot ~~ Pres. Phil’s knee is coming along good; 
just a little stiff. 
Announcements—The Tuolumne County Volunteer 
Fair has been canceled.  The Lobster dinner and pan-
cake breakfast are still up in the air, depending on the 
covid restrictions in the future. Lion Wendy talked 
about ordering T-shirts for the 100th Anni-
versary of our club.  A sign-up sheet was sent 
around.  
Raffles—The cash award went to Lion Jerri.  
The Fine-Free Critter went to Lion Bob Ba-
der. The Black Marble Draw chance was 
won by Bob Bader, but he was only able to 
locate a white ball.  The pot needs to grow anyway!  
Special Recognition: A special recognition award was 
given to Lion Irene Wetzel today.  (See more details to 
the right on this page.) Also, 100% Attendance Pins 
were given to Lions Nick Reuter, Irene Wetzel, Bud 
and Jerri Regelin. 

Lion Irene has been a member of the Sonora Lions 
club since 2018, having transferred from the Arroyo 
Grande Lions Club after moving up to this area. She 
has been an active member of the club since joining, 
participating in every fundraiser she can, being Tail 
Twister for 2019-20, now taking over the Read To 
Succeed Program as Chair. This past year, however, 
Lion Irene’s expertise in 
handling all things 
“technical” provided a huge 
advantage for the club, al-
lowing us to conduct our 
Student Speakers Contests 
via Zoom. Without her 
knowledge and experience, 
this may not have been pos-
sible. We give a big Thank 
You to Lion Irene for com-
ing through and helping to 
navigate the club through 
new and unchartered territo-
ries with what seemed like 
little effort, and would like 
to present her with this Ap-
preciation Award for her ex-
cellent service.  
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The August 18th meeting opened in regular fashion. 
Pres. Phil announced that this would be an abbreviated 
General Meeting to be followed by a Board of Direc-
tors’ meeting.  All attending would be welcome at both 
meetings.  
Lion 1st VP Jill Schwab reminded everyone about the 
garage sale on the 28th of August. More items as well 
as more help is needed. She also announced that the 
Murder on the Orient Express gathering has been 
canceled due to drop in attendees.  
Lion Jim Gormely reported that the Glenn Bass Run 
was still set to go on 09/11 at the Wildcat Ranch. So 
far, $3,000 has been donated with more to come.  The 
Shirts will be ordered by Friday.  He also stressed that 
they will need additional help, so members are re-
quested to please plan on coming and helping out that 
morning. 
No tail twisting was done, so 
there were no Happy Bucks 
or fines. 
Pres. Phil then addressed the 
mask policy of the club and 
a discussion ensued. Many 
members voiced their opin-
ions and it was finally decided that in lieu of state or 
federal mandates, it was up to the individual member 
to wear or not wear a mask. It was also their choice to 
attend or not to attend in person meetings. Lions Bud 
and Irene would be working on Zoom meetings. Lion 
Jerri will find out if the district meeting is still on due 
to concerns about the current covid situation and will 
also find out about the Stockton’s 100 year celebra-
tion.  
Raffles—Lion Bill Simpson won the first cash raffle 
and Lion Bob Bader won the 
secondary one. Lion Ken Ham-
mond won the Fine-Free Critter. 
Lion Judy Meeks won the 
chance to draw for the Black 
Marble, but only found a white 
one. The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 pm. 
Submitted by Lion 1st VP Jill Schwab 

The Sonora Lions Club held a special board meeting 
after the regular general meeting on August 18th. At-
tending were (Lions all): Ken Hammond, Bob Bader, Jill Schwab, 
Jerri Regelin, Bud Regelin, Ray Bailey, Cecil Steen, Jim Gormley, Judy 

Meeks, Jan Newman, Phil Baylis, and Nick Reuter. The meeting 
was called to order at 12:30 by Pres. Phil. There were 
no reports given as this was an addition to a regular 
scheduled Board Meeting.  
1) A discussion was held with members regarding the 
Lobster Dinner, which was scheduled for October 8, 
2021. In light of the current conditions due to covid, 
the members felt that it should be canceled. Jerri Rege-
lin moved to cancel, Ken Hammond seconded the mo-
tion. A vote was taken and all members voted to cancel 
the dinner. 
2) Pres. Phil informed the group of Past District Gov-
ernor Tom and Lion Wendy’s decision to resign from 
their positions on the Board of Directors and Secretar-
y’s position, and all their extensive committee duties. 
They will still be paid members at least through De-
cember but will not be attending meetings or chairing 
the many projects that they were handling. A discus-
sion was held with input from all attending board 
members. Lion Bob contacted Lion Wendy to make 
arrangements to pick up all the supplies and move 
them to a new location. This will be done on Friday 
morning. Pres. Phil noted the positions that would need 
to be filled by their absence and everyone agreed we 
should try to fill them a little at a time and try not to be 
overwhelmed. 
3) Lion Jim Gormley reiterated the Glenn Bass Run on 
September 11th.  
 
**The Board is looking for members to take on some of the individual 
tasks that Lions Tom and Wendy have relinquished. These include the 
pull tab collection, collection of plastic bags for the Bags to Benches 
program, collection of hearing aids, cell phones, eyeglasses, and ink 
cartridges. These are all done on a monthly basis.  Lastly, the Green Bag 
day collection for the Mother Lode Food Program needs someone to be 
the coordinator for the club and those folks. (Pres. Phil added this para-
graph to the official notes.) 

Meeting adjourned at 1:15 pm.  

While each Lions club 
has its own service fo-
cus, there are five global 
causes of particular in-
terest around the world. 
These are areas of need 
identified and voted on, 
by members and support-
ed by our association and 
foundation. 
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This is what the front of the Glenn Bass Run shirts will 
look like this year.  The colors will be a blue back-
ground with gold letters.  

August 25th found 14 members attending our weekly 
meeting and the meeting was called to order at 12 
noon. Lion Tim reminded everyone that our guest 
speaker next week will be Ryan Campbell, County Su-
pervisor, and encouraged all members to attend. Secret 
Lion—The Secret Lion was Lion Jan who was able to 
have a few members fined for not greeting her proper-
ly.  Happy Bucks—Lion Tim announced that his 
mother had fallen and broken her hip and, although the 
doctors were dubious about operating, she came 
through the surgery well ~~ Lion Frank is happy that 
the July and August heat is over  ~~  Lion Jerri an-
nounced her grandson is now an operating engineer 
and has bought a house ~~ Raffles—Pres. Phil won the 
cash raffle and Lion Cecil won the Fine-Free Critter.  
Pres. Phil announced the new project chairpersons are 
as follows: Pull tabs—Ray Bailey; Glasses and Cell 
Phones—Bud Regelin; Hearing Aids—Tim Atchley; 
Green Bag (Mother Lode Food Project) - Jill Schwab.  
Lion Jerri announced that the Lioness get together has 
been canceled for a while. Lion Frank reported that as 
of August 31st, he would no longer be handling the Pet 
Food Project for the club. He will purchase and deliver 
pet food to the Senior Center and Lion Bill Simpson 
will begin to package the pet foods. Lion Jill reminded 
everyone of the garage sale this weekend. Lion Jim 
reported on the Glenn Bass Run taking place on Sep-
tember 11th. A total of $4,000 has been collected and 
another $1,000 is expected. This  supports the Sonora 
 
               Continued... 

Continued…. 

High School Cross Country Team. We need your help! 
Lion Walt Barclay encouraged everyone to use their 
Facebook pages to promote events and news about the 
club.  
New Club Project—Lion 1st VP Jill would like to 
encourage every member to save one thing to bring 
throughout the month to each 
meeting to help someone in 
need. For example, December 
would be “socks” month, so 
during the month of December, 

bring a pair of 
new socks to 
donate. Novem-
ber could be “toothpaste and tooth-
brush” month, etc.  More information 
is to follow.   

The Green Bags were collected for the Mother Lode 
Food Project. The meeting adjourned at 12:48 pm.  
Submitted by: Lion 1st VP Jill Schwab 

Please keep Lion Sharlene Winn Reed in your prayers 
and thoughts as she struggles with the double loss of a 
grandson and her husband Bob, who passed away last 
Wednesday (25th) and Thursday (26th) respectively.  
She is struggling to move forward after these terrible 
events. More information will be forthcoming.  

A BLAST FROM THE PAST 

Sonora Lions Club Charter Members Dedicate the 

Mark Twain Cabin in 1922 
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EAR OF THE LION REPORT 
AUGUST 2021 

Submitted by: Lion Tim Atchley, Chair 
timothy_atchley@comcast.net 

 
Contact was made with 2 potential hearing aid clients 
and provided paperwork to start the application pro-
cess. No hearing aids were distributed to Tuolumne 
County clients in August.  

Most of us are doing okay. Dennis has good days and 
bad days, as do most of us. I am still being pushed 
around for another month (cannot put weight on my 
broken ankle). Tim’s mother broke her hip just days 
before their 70th wedding anniversary. Bob’s wife fell 
Saturday and broke her hip. She had surgery. Wendy 
is still wearing her boot for her broken heel. Please let 
me know what is happening in your life.  Hope all are 
doing fine and are safe and were not affected by the 
fire here in town.  
 
As always, Lion Jerri Regelin  

Sunshine Report 

If you know of any member who is ill, having surgery, or 

needs acknowledgment, please let me know at 209-532-7828 

or by email at: littlebluehse@gmail.com 

Look at our club roster 
and pick out one Lion 
you have not heard 
from in a while. Call 
them and ask how they 
are doing. Tell them 
you miss them and in-
vite them to the next 
meeting or service pro-
ject. Tell them how 
much our club needs their help and involvement. 
We need you all back in the Pride!  

On July 29th, PDG Tom and Lion Wendy Penhallegon 
visited CC Linda Pugliese and the San Jose Scales of 
Justice Lions Club to celebrate the new Lions year and 
participate in their Officer Installation.  We were treat-
ed to scrumptious Italian cuisine and outstanding cama-
raderie.  The incoming president, Lion Lovedeep 
Singh, presented a very special Appreciation Award to 
Officer Fiedler for his continual aid and support of the 
Lions Club.  Two new members were inducted into the 
club this evening by District Governor Allen King (4-
C6). Members from 3 different clubs were there partici-
pating, and also several joined us 
via Zoom.  
Ahhh, the 
wonders 
of technol-
ogy. 

DG Allen King with 
outgoing president 

Larry Hidalgo 

CC Linda Pugliese ad-
dressing the members 
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Correction from the August Edition— 
In last month’s bulletin for the meeting 
on the 28th, it was reported that Jim 
Christensen rode the train with his father 
and grandfather back to New York to 
attend a Lions’ function, where he met 
his future wife.  This was incorrect.  It 
was Jim’s father and grandfather riding 
the train, where his father met his future 
bride, while she and her parents were 
also riding the train. They hit it off, and 
after a respectable courtship, married, 
and started their lives together.  Hence, 
that fateful train ride around 89 years 
ago literally made it possible for Jim 
Christensen to be where he is today, and 
in a round-about way, Lions Clubs 
played an important part in that fateful 
meeting.  

On Saturday, August 28th, Lion Jill hosted a garage 
sale at her home for the Sonora Lions Club.  She had 
several members there to help get set up, price, and 
help sell the loads of donated items.  It was a very 
warm day, but we all survived it more or less and are 
very happy to report we earned a very respectable 
$1,000 for the club!  Kudos to Lion Jill for all her 
hard work, and to all those who helped. Below are a 
few pictures taken about mid way during Saturday’s 
event after a lot of goodies had been sold already.  

On Thursday, August 26th, two fires broke out be-
tween Jamestown and Sonora. The fires eventually 
merged into one, which was called the Washington 
Fire.  All of downtown Sonora and areas in Jame-
stown were evacuated. This included the Mill Villa 
Estates and Manor Parks where several of our Lions 
club members live. The ash and smoke were choking-
ly bad and the entire scenario was incredibly frighten-
ing, especially hearing the propane tanks as they ex-
ploded. Fortunately, no Lion’s home was lost or dam-
aged.  We want to give a Very Big Thank You to all 
the First Responders who jumped on this very quick-
ly. 

Left) Fire originated at Golf Links 
and 108 (very near to Mill Villa Rd 
entrance). (Above) The view from 
Tom and Wendy’s porch when they 
evacuated.  
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9/4 – Glenn and Nancy Gottschall – Anniv. 
9/16 – Judy Meeks  

9/19 – Frank & Naomi Meckler – Anniv. 
9/20 – Dan Ward 

9/28 – “Crazy” Bill Simpson 
9/29 – Paul and Maribell Berg – Anniv. 

       Item  # Used  Cost Total 

Wheelchairs 20 $50.00 $1,000.00 

Commodes 28 $20.00 $560.00 

Bath Chairs 6 $20.00 $120.00 

Shower Seats 6  $20.00 $120.00 

Walkers 8 $20.00 $160.00 

Walker   
w/seat 

9 $30.00 $270.00 

Canes 6 $10.00 $ 60.00 

Crutches 4 $10.00 $ 40.00 

Risers 6 $10.00 $ 60.00 

Reachers 0 $5.00 $  00.00 

Sock Aide 0 $5.00 $ 00.00 

Misc 7 $5.00 $ 35.00 

Total Pieces Loaned 100 

Total Contributions in Kind $2,425.00 

Total Hours Contributed 25 

Month Aug-21 

Prepared By:  Dan Ward 

H.E.L.P. Report 
Diann Kaiser Memorial 

Hospital Equipment Loan 
Program 

August 2021 
Lion Dan Ward, Chair  

sonoraministorage@yahoo.com 

Pres. Phil Baylis being 
sworn in at District 
Meeting in Atwater as 
Zone Chair for Zone 2, 
Mountain Region.  

The August Board meeting voted to 
wind down the pet food program. All 
members will receive a mailing of the 
wind-down process next week. The 
“20 gets ya 50” drawing will have its 
last drawing before September 29th. 
In my last report, I asked all 51 mem-
bers to support the pet food project. 
As of August 30th, we have only 17 
members. They are (Lions all) 
*Kailen Hill, Irene Wetzel, Jerry Jen-
sen, Janet Newman, *Kelly Ward, 
*Bill Simpson, Eleanor Duste, Bill 
Coffill, John & Ruth Moyer, Ray Bai-
ley, Frank Meckler, Kevin Convers, 
Cecil Steen, Judy Meeks, Bob Bader 
and Clay Maddox. Still waiting for 
more to join before our last drawing. 
No news to report on the reopening of 
the Senior Center; it won’t be for a 
while. Their team is still delivering 
several thousand meals and driving 
several thousand miles each month. 
Kristi Conforti, CEO of the Senior 
Center is beginning leaving the center 
on August 31 to begin a new adven-
ture. The Sonora Lions Club wants 
her to know how much we appreciate 
her working with our club these last 
few years. Recently she gave our club 
a big boost when she explained our 
Pet Food Program during their fund-
raising event on their Radio-a-Thon. 
The Sonora Lions Club sends out a 
big Lion’s Roar in wishing her a suc-
cessful and happy new chapter in her 
life.  
Submitted by Lion Frank Meckler 
 
*=New members to the Pet Food Club 
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September 9-11: USA/Canada Leadership Forum - Des 
Moines IA, http://lionsforum.org/  

September 18—Relay for Life of Greater Stanislaus Coun-
ty, Modesto 

November 20—District Meeting, Stanislaus Region hosting 

CLUB OFFICERS &  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
President .............................................................. Phil Baylis 

p_baylis@yahoo.com 
(510) 552-7596  

1st Vice President ................................................Jill Schwab 
justjillleo@hotmail.com 

(650) 787-7022 
2nd Vice President ...................................... David Paul Berg 

dpberg65@gmail.com 
(209) 206-5095 

Secretary .............................................. Wendy Penhallegon 
wenpen@sonoralions.org 

(209) 406-5015 
Treasurer ........................................................... Judy Meeks 

sonorajudy@yahoo.com 
(209) 532-5858 

Membership Chair .......................................... Jim Gormely 
jimfgormely@gmail.com 

(209) 532-6515 
LCIF Coordinator ........................................... Jim Gormely 

jimfgormely@gmail.com 
(209) 532-6515 

One-Year Director ....................................... Donna Ecroyd 
nannyecroyd@gmail.com 

(209) 588-9689 
One-Year Director ............................................ Stacey Ruiz  

staceyruiz0@me.com 
(408) 315-1399 

Two-Year Director ...................................... Ken Hammond 
disneysuzy@aol.com 

(209) 984-9277 

Two-Year Director ............................................ Kelly Ward 
kellyloans1@yahoo.com 

(801) 759-0999 
Director-At-Large …..………………….Tom Penhallegon 

pdgtom.penhallegon@sonoralions.org 
(209) 694-5191 

Club Chaplains ............................ Tim Atchley & Joe Skaff 
timothy_atchely@comcast.net 

H: (209)586-2473    C:(209) 985-3837 
 

jskaff@yahoo.com 
H: (209) 288-2411   C: (805) 813-3115  

 

Tail Twister .................................. Catherine “Cat” Reuter 
cvenicombe@yahoo.com 

(209) 521-5330 
Lion Tamer ....................................................... Nick Reuter 

cvenicombe@yahoo.com 
(209) 521-5330 

Immediate Past President ............................... Jerri Regelin 
littlebluehse@gmail.com 

(209) 532-7828 
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor ........... Wendy Penhallegon 

wenpen@sonoralions.org 
(209) 406-5015 

Sonora Lions Club Calendar of Events 

September 1, 2021—Ryan Campbell, County Supervisor, 
guest speaker 
September 8, 2021—Club Board Meeting, no guest speaker 
September 11, 2021—Glenn Bass Run, Wildcat Ranch, 7 
 am Registration 
September 15, 2021—Lloyd Methiesen, Tribal Chairman, 
and Volkan Tuzer, Casino General Manager, Chicken 
Ranch Casino/Resort, guest speakers 

  SECRETARY’S  MONTHLY  
REPORT 

August 2021 
Submitted by: Lion Wendy Penhallegon, Secretary 

 

• Total Membership from last report ....................................... 50 

• New Members ......................................................................... 0 

• Dropped Members ................................................................... 0 

• Transferred Members .............................................................. 0 

• Total Members At Close ....................................................... 50 

• Service Hours  ..................................................... 242/YTD 666 

• Number of People Served ............................. 1,269/YTD 2,249 

• Number of Lions  ................................................ 111/YTD 227 

• Number of Hearing Aids  ...........................................  0/YTD 0 

• Number of Eyeglasses Donated  ......................... 600/YTD 600 

• Pounds of Pull Tabs Donated .................................. 10/YTD 10 

• Pounds of Plastic Bags (Bags 4 Benches)  .......... 80YTD 181.9 

• Number of Cell Phones donated ………...………...45/YTD 45 

• Funds Raised  ............................................. $1,000YTD $5,310 

• Funds Donated  ....................................................... $0/YTD $0 

• Total Activities   ............................................. 26/YTD 57 

District, Multi-District, and International 
Calendar of Events  

CLUB INFO:  

P.O. Box 101, Standard, CA 95373 

Meetings are every Wednesday at 12 pm 
Cocina Michoacana, 14715 Mono Way, Sonora 

District 4-A1, Mountain Region, Zone 2 

www.SonoraLions.org 

“Sonora Lions, 

Serving the Mother Lode since 1922” 

Liberty, Intelligence, Our Nation’s Safety 

If you are a Lion and enjoying this newsletter, 
Share it!  

If you are enjoying this newsletter and are not a 
Lion, we would encourage you to  

Become a Lion! 
For more information call  

Lion Jim Gormely, Membership Chair (209) 532-6515  


